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EPIDENDRUM DEjEANlAE Ch iron, Hágsater et L. Sánchez, sp. nov. 

Type: FRENCH GUIANA: Fo rested bank on the lower co urse of Acarouany rive r, hort. Mana, pressed 
February 2005, Afine Dejean sub Guy Chiron 2892. Holotype: LY! (Jllustration voucher.) Flower in 

alcohol: AMO! 

Epidendro amapensi Hágsater & L.Sánchez sim ile sed 5-6 floribu s, labello reniformi breviter ad apicem 
tri lobato, margine integro, lobulo medio brevi latoque, clinandrio integro, recedens. 

Hierba epífita, cespitosa, simpod ial, de 20 cm de alto. Raíces basales, de la base de los tall os, delgadas, blancas, 1.5 mm de 
grosor. Tallos sencillos, de 6-10 entrenudos, delgados y subcilíndricos en la base, de 2 mm de grosor, distalmente 
ensanchados y late ralmente comprimid os, ancipi tosos; 17 x 0 .6 cm. Hojas 5-7, alternas, articu ladas; vainas tubulares, 
lateralmente comprimidas( ancip itosas, 2 x 0.6 cm; lámina elípti ca, lanceolada, ápice redondeado, diminutamente 
bilobado, la carina dorsa terminando en una punta aristada, subcoriácea, superfi Cie irregular, las hojas inferi ores y 
superi ores más pe51ueñas' 5.7-6.5 x 1.5 -2.0 cm. Bráctea espatácea ausente. Inflorescencia ap ica l, sési l, racemosa, 
subcorimbosa, pedúnculo (igeramente comprimido, 5-6 x 2 mm, cubierto por una hoja muy red ucida, aguda, 17 x 5-6 mm . 
Brácteas florales triangulares, agudas, progresivamente menores! la inferior 6-7 mm (l e largo. Ovario cilíndrico, liso, 25-30 
x 2 mm. Flores 5-6, Simultáneas, resupinadas, concoloras, verae oscuro (verde botella). Sépalos lanceolados, agudos, 5-
nervados, margen entero, ligeramente revoluto; los laterales obli cuos, ligeramente más anchos; 15 x 3.5 -4 .0 mm. Pétalos 
lineares, agudos, 1-nervados márgenes enteros, extend idos; 13 x 0.8 mm . tabelo unido a la columna, reniforme, cordado 
en la base, brevemente tri lobado en el ápice, margen entero, 7 x 12.5 mm; bicalloso, los ca llos, ovoideos; lóbu los laterales 
semiorbiculares, lóbulo med io COito y ancho, ligeramente emarginado. Columna delgada, arqu eada/ 8 mm de largo, 
terminada en un par de alas cortas que forman el rosle lo. Clinandrio corto, en forma de emoudo, ligeramente 
sobrepasando la antera, margen entero. Rostelo aR ical , hendido. Antera esfé ri ca, 4-locu lar. Polinios 4, 6bovoides, 
lateralmente comprimidos, cauélícul as granulosas, viscii:lio semi líqu ido. Nectario penetrand o 1/2 del ovario, angosto, liso. 

Epiphytic, caespitose, sympod ial herb. Roots basal, from each stem numerous, thin, white. Stems simple, of 6-1 0 
internod es, the base thin , subterete, cl istally w idened and laterally compressecl, ancipitose . leaves 5-7, alternate, articulate; 
sheaths tubu lar, laterally compressecl, ancipi tose; blacle elliptic-I anceolate, apex rounded minu tely bilobecl, apica lly short­
aristate, subcoriaceous, surface irregular, the lower and upper leaves somewhat smaller. Inflorescence ap ica l, sessil c, 
racemose, subcorymbose, pecl unde short, slightly compressed, coverecl by a reclucecl, acute leaf. Floral bracts triangular, 
acute< progressively smaller. Oval)' terete, smooth, long. Flowers 5-6, simul taneous, resupinate, concolor, clark green (50ttle 
green). Sepals lanceolate, acute, 5-veinecl\ margi ns entire, slightly revolute; lateral sepals oblique, slightly w iBer than the 
Borsa l sepal. Petals linear, acute, 1-veinea, margins entire, spreacl ing. Uf united to the column, renlform, base cordate, 
apex short-3-l obecl, margin entire; bica llose, the calli obovoid; lalera lobes semiorbi cu lar, micllobe short ancl wide\ 
somewhat emarginate. Column th in, arch ing, ending in a pair of short, w ings that fo rm the roste llum . Clinandrium-hooa 
funnel shapecl , short, slightly surpassing the anther, margln entire. Rostellum api cal, slit. Anther subspherica l, 4-ce lled. 
Pollin ia 4, obovo icl, laterall y compressecl, cauclides granulose, visciclium semiliquicl . Nectary penetrating half the ovary, 
narrow,smooth. 

OTHER SPECIMENS: None seen. 

DISTRIBUTION AND ECOlOGY: Enclemic to French Cuiana, on the forestecl bank on the lower course of Acarouany river, 
epiphytic, S-10m altitucle. Flowering from February to March. 

RECOGNITION: Epie/ene/rum e/ejeaniae belongs to the Difforme C roup wh ich is characteri zecl by the caespi tose¡ sympoclial 
plants, fl eshy, pale green to glaucous leaves, ap lca l Inflorescence, sessde, rarely w lth a short peclunde, one-rl owered to 
corymbose, w ithout spathaceous bracts, fleshy, green to yellowish-green rarely whi te fl owers. The species has latera lly 
compressecl , anci/Jitose, stems cli stally th e lip w ith the apex shorf, 3-lobecl, the api cal lobe short ancl w ide, slightly 
emarginate, ancl t l e sUghtly arching co(umn. It is similar to Epie/ene/rum amapense Hágsater & L.Sánchez, cli stributecl a'long 
the B'razilian-French Guiana border, which has 1-2 fl owers a 3-lobecl lip w ith the margins erose, and th e ap ical lobe 
transversely ob long, slightly emarginate anclmucronate, and lile d inanclrium-hoocl irregular ancl cl eeply cl entate. The fl owers 
resemble those of E. sertorum Caray & Dunst. found on the eastern plains of COlombia and th e upper Orinoco of 
r-____________________ -, Venezuela, at an alt itude of less than 500 m, but it has 7-15 
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white to greenish yellow flowers which are slightly larger (sepals 
17 mm long), an entire, corcliform lip, the cli sc w ith many 
thickenecl vellls. Epie/ene/rum e/ifforme jacq. is endemic to the 
w indwa rcl islands of the Antilles (Montserrat, Cuacl eloupe, 
Dominica( Martin ique, Ste. Lucia¡ St. Vincent an cl Trinidad et 
Tobago), l as 3-5 fl owers, 15 mm ong sepals, a 3-l obecl lip with 
a square micllobe w ith globose calli ancl a low thickenecl keel. In 
the French C uiana, E. cremersii Hágsater & L.Sánchez has a 
longer ovary (3 0-35 mm)/ 1-2( rarely 3, large flowers (sepals 27-
30 mm long), a large, 3- lobea lip (20-23 x 35 -36 mm) w ith the 
lateral lobes surpassing the midlobe ancl sejJaratecl from it by 
deep sinuses. Epie/eniJrum althausenii A.D. Hawkes, ranging 
throughout th e Amazon basin has 1-2, rarely 3 large flowers, th e 
ovary 35 -40 mm long, sepals 23 -50 mm long ano th e lip much 
wider than long. Epte/en'clrum o/e/emanii Clíri stenson has 3-5 
leaves, the ap lca l ones progressively longer; a 2-flowered 
inflorescence, ancl the lip transve rsely renlform-bilobecl , the 
margin sinuate, ancl the column w ith a prominent, dentate 
di nanclri um-hoocl. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: DD. Data cl efi cient. 

ETYMOlOGY: In honor of M rs. Aline Dejean, from Mana 
(French Cuiana) who collected ancl grew the pretype specimen 
fro m w hich the type was prepared. 
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